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will make myself a house in the old compound where
my father lived, and I will take the girl there as my
wife."
Silindu had become more and more attentive as
he listened to Babun. The words seemed to distress
him: he shifted about, fidgeted with his hands,
scratched himself all over his body* When Babun
stopped, he took some time before he said:
"The girl is too young to be given to a man.'7
Babun laughed. "The girl has attained her age.
She is older than many a woman who has a hus-
band."
"The girl is too young. I cannot give her to you,
or evil will come of it.33
Babun's patience began to be exhausted. His
good humour had been undisturbed during the scene
in the headman3s compound, but this new obstacle
began to rouse him. His voice rose:
"I cannot live without the girl. I have quarrelled
with my sister and the headman over her; I have
left the compound for her. I ask no dowry. Why
should you refuse her to me?"
"They call us veddas in the village, while you are
of the headman's house. Does the leopard of the
jungle mate with the dog of the village?"
"That is nothing to me.   The wild buffalo seeks